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Tunisia ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) on 30 January 2002. On 4th June 2010, the Committee on the Rights of the Child (the Committee) examined the third periodic report of Tunisia. It was last examined on 28 May 2002. 

Opening Comments

The delegation was led by Mr Ridha Khemakhem, General Coordinator for human rights at the Ministry of Justice and Human Rights. He was supported by representatives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Women Affairs, Education and Public Health. He reiterated Tunisia's commitment to dialogue and to the protection of the rights of the child and assured that it was only limited by its means. The realisation of children’s rights could be improved and strengthened with civil society and no category of children should be left out.  He noted the Committee had praised the efforts of Tunisia when assessing their previous report. Since the last report, the key achievements included the withdrawal of the declarations and reservations to the CRC in 2008, the uniformisation of the civil majority to 18 years (instead of 20), the establishment of a special intermediary criminal regime for persons between 18 and 21 years old and support for child victims of physical or sexual violence, the consideration of a draft law to prohibit corporal punishment within the family, schools and the criminal system, the establishment of a youth parliament, the consolidation of the NHRI to make it compliant with the Paris Principles, and the fact that despite the current financial crisis, Tunisia was still developing social policies for children. He also pointed out the decline in child mortality, the higher life expectancy, the increase of school enrolment for 6-year-old children, the reduction of drop-outs, the introduction of special schools and the improvement of the school system. The delegation looked forward to an interactive dialogue to help them with the challenges they may encounter. 

Ms Kamla Devi Varmah, the Country Rapporteur, welcomed the commitment and political will to address children's rights and the new draft laws. However, she stressed that no country had solved all their problems related to child rights and that it was the role of the Committee to help States to protect the rights of the child. She congratulated the State for the measures taken with regard to child rights and welcomed the withdrawal of two declarations and three reservations made under Article 2 of the CRC. She, however, highlighted that discrimination against women and girls still existed in inheritance matters and asked about the measures to guarantee these rights. She enquired about plans to ratify the Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Co-operation in Respect of Inter-country Adoption (the Hague Convention). With regard to the 2010 –2011 Action Plan for children, she asked about ways of strengthening this Plan and how monitoring and follow-up mechanisms could be put in place. She asked how complaints were followed-up and by whom and suggested to create an independent institution for children’s rights. She noted that the participation of civil society (e.g. NGOs) was relatively weak in the decision-making process and wanted to know if civil society, including children and independent organisations, had been systematically involved in the implementation of the CRC. She also pointed out that access and availability of services for children still suffered disparities, especially in rural areas and asked how the State addressed this situation. Meanwhile, discrimination against single mothers persisted and their stigmatisation often led to infanticides or abandonment of children. As the law remained silent on that matter, she asked if the CRC was referred to directly to deal with those cases. 

Another area of concern was the persistent discrimination against the Berber community who was prevented from expressing their cultural and linguistic identity and refused to inscribe Berber names in official registries. She also enquired about allegations of inhuman treatment and torture against children, especially affecting the children of human rights defenders and political opponents, and reports that police officers and judges refused to register such complaints or prosecute them. Finally, with regard to the draft law on corporal punishment, she asked whether it applied at home, whether it was only considered a crime when prejudicial to the child’s health. 

General Measures of Implementation 

Legislation and Administration

The Committee welcomed the establishment of Child Protection Courts (1995), but noted that legal measures needed to be coupled with collaboration and training of families to ensure child welfare. It requested further information about the courts and child protection officers (CPOs), especially concerning their appointment and qualifications,  the involvement of the judiciary, the number of cases they took, their jurisdiction and whether the Act authorised NGOs and civil society to work as CPOs and provide services to children and their families. 

While recognised the social investment, the Committee had not found figures about the level of poverty and unemployment and noted the disparity between the World Bank figure of 11% poverty and the government's assessment of 3.8%. The delegation explained that 3.8% was related to absolute poverty and if they included the underprivileged, the figure would be 7 or 8%, but never 11%. The Committee enquired about the impact of the economic crisis on Tunisia. The delegation explained that an observatory monitored the effects of the crisis to make sure it did not affect children. With regard to poverty, the Committee asked if the current economic situation resulted in migratory flows from rural to urban areas. 

The Committee welcomed the national plan of action (NPA) and asked about its operational mechanisms, how budgets were decentralised and about the progress in establishing specific budgetary items for children. The delegation explained that this was the second NPA (2000-2011). The work was undertaken by a specific commission, the Ministry in charge of childhood was acting as coordinator and all the other ministries presented their achievements for the year and objectives for the coming year so that overall achievements could be measured. A pre-assessment of the NPA would be done in 2010 in consultation with all parties, including civil society. Each ministry decided its budget every year and budgets at the national and local levels were decided based on their respective responsibilities and programmes to implement the NPA. 
The Committee was pleased to hear about the future ban of corporal punishment in schools and other institutions. It asked about the status of the draft and wondered whether measures, such as awareness raising campaigns, were envisaged to ensure the application of the new law. The delegation noted that the draft law would soon be presented before Parliament and would be debated, including with civil society since there was a symbiosis between the government and civil society on this issue.  A television spot aiming at encouraging parents to privilege dialogue was broadcast and families seemed to understand that corporal punishment served no purpose. 

Monitoring and Complaints

Regarding the establishment of an independent institution for children's rights, the delegation responded that it could be envisaged and that there was already a representative for childhood working under the supervision of the Ministry of Women, Children and the Elderly who could receive complaints and intervene.

The Committee enquired about the recent independence of the High Committee on Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms and its activities since 2008. In particular, it asked if there will be visits to prisons where children might be detained. The delegation stated that Tunisia had an agreement with the International Committee of the Red Cross to let them visit prisons and pre-detention centres and confirmed that many of them had been visited. In addition, there were several levels of monitoring, including the prison administration, judges, the High Committee on Human Rights, whose head visited prisons on several occasions. The Committee asked if the Child Rights Unit operating under the High Committee was sufficiently resourced.

The Committee enquired how children could bring complaints to the monitoring bodies. The delegation explained that the first remedy for children was the judicial system. Since 2008, the High Committee on Human Rights could receive complaints from children, but the delegation believed that no complaint had been brought by a child (but they could not tell for sure since they had no disaggregated data regarding the age of complainants). A manual explaining how to present complaints had been prepared by the High Committee and contained a special chapter on complaints lodged by children. 

Ratification of international instruments

Regarding the Hague Convention, the delegation confirmed they were seriously considering its ratification but had to undertake further studies first. 
The role of civil society 

The Committee wondered whether a specific body coordinated Tunisia's reporting to treaty bodies and whether it liaised with civil society.  The delegation confirmed the existence of a national coordinator for human rights who supervised the preparation of all these reports and affirmed that no report was prepared without the cooperation of the relevant ministries and the presence of civil society, parliamentarians and representatives of relevant professional sectors. Participation was automatic.

Having noted the States parties proposals on information communication technology the Committee wondered if there were any ICT 
clubs operated by NGOs to raise awareness about literacy and cultural activities. 

Definition of the Child 

The Committee noted the amendment of the Code of Personal Status (2007) which set the same minimum age of marriage for boys and girls (i.e. 18 years old). They asked if customary or Sharia marriages still existed and if so, how they applied the new law. The delegation replied that the Code had a clear provision outlawing customary marriages. The general inspectorate had statistics about this and they believed these marriages no longer existed. 
General Principles

Non-discrimination

Regarding questions on unequal inheritance rights, the delegation felt such questions were rather for the Committee on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW). They nonetheless indicated that they had made headway to limit discrimination between both sexes and try to provide equal shares, but they were in a cultural and ideological impasse. They were concerned at opening problems with the interpretation of Sharia texts and planned to wait until society was ready, as they did with polygamy. Certain people (especially if they were educated) compensated the missing half with gifts to ensure that boys and girls inherit the same thing. They hoped the Committee understood that this was a sensitive topic and reiterated their will to cooperate. The Committee expressed concern that a girl who is worth half of a boy will grow up to be a woman who is worth half of a man. In its view, there was no coherence in retaining the provision. With regard to discrimination against children born out of wedlock in inheritance matters, the delegation said that the law did not deny them these rights if DNA could prove he/she was the child of the deceased. 

Regarding discrimination of Berber children, notably with regard to their language and names, the delegation said that Berbers were ‘Arabised’ and were not a different ethnic group. They did not refuse to register Berber names, but noted that the government would refuse to register names that would shock the public. The issue of Berber language had been addressed before the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination recently and that it concerned at most 1% of the population.

With regard to single mothers and their children, the delegation explained that the status of those children was regulated by the 1998 Act on family
, amended in 2003. To ensure their integration in society, regional committees followed the situation of these children with the Ministries of Social Affairs, Women and Children and Health to help the mothers identify the fathers and provide legal assistance and social protection. There were two special centres for the protection of women who did not receive any family assistance. They were taken care of before and after giving birth and prepared for their reintegration. If reconciliation with their families was not possible, they were helped to find a husband and work. Mothers could retain custody of their children while receiving social assistance, but if they abandoned their children because they felt unable to care for them, children were placed in national institutions for up to three months, or in short term sponsor families under the supervision of national institutions before opening the possibility of Kafala so that mothers had a chance to get their children back. The phenomenon of single mothers was new and there was growing awareness that the best interests of the child was to remain with the mother/ family. The Committee enquired about the process that led to the removal of a child from a parent and when the child was considered to be abandoned. Compared to other countries, the the adoption rate of children born to single mothers was very high and asked for more details about those adoptions.  

Regarding allegations of torture and ill-treatment of children of human rights defenders and political opponents and the refusal of the police and judges to register their complaints, the delegation affirmed that the prosecutor office had never received such complaints. According to the rules of prosecution around the world, if there were enough elements of proof, the perpetrator would be brought to justice.

Best interest of the child

The Committee noted the inclusion of the principle in the legislation but asked about its practical use and how it was taken into account. The delegation explained that the principle was taken into account in all decisions affecting the child, such as the separation of children from their parents through judicial decision, as the CRC prevailed over national law.

Children's Parliament 

The Committee noted the establishment of a Children's Parliament and asked if it was open to all children. The delegation explained that 47% of the members were chosen for their scholastic performance, which did not mean they could not come from disadvantaged families, and 53% were elected by municipal and rural councils to ensure equity. Overall, some parliamentarians came from centres for childhood, 25% came from underprivileged background, and some children had slight disabilities. The Committee felt that school performance as a criterion which would prevent certain adolescents to take part. It was concerned that such criterion fostered elitism. The delegation stressed that over 50% of the parliamentarians were not chosen according to their school performance. Ex-parliamentarians had set up new clubs to promote their rights that involved children not members of the parliament. The Committee asked if the participation of children had an effect on society and on families and whether there was any research on the democratisation of society. The delegation mentioned that families increasingly assisted their children to become parliamentarians and that information was provided to parents so that they could understand and support human rights.
The Committee asked about the adult influence in all these activities, whether children could spontaneously express themselves on new laws and how much importance was attached to their opinions. The delegation specified that children parliamentarians were often invited to participate in the elaboration of their programmes. The Children's Parliament could meet with ministers and invite them for questions and answers sessions and their views were taken into account. The Committee however noted that these clubs seemed to be managed by adults and recalled that the principle of children's clubs was to let children organise the activities themselves. They asked if there were instances of clubs organised by children for children. The Committee also wanted to know if children's involvement extended to rural areas. The delegation said that in addition to the Children's Parliament, there were around 300 clubs throughout the territory, especially where children had less leisure activities. There were also mobile children's clubs in the rural areas to provide social events and activities to children.

Children's participation in the media

The Committee asked if there was a space in the media for children, individually or through their clubs. The delegation did not know of a particular publication where slots were reserved for children’s views but believed children could get their voices heard in the media without a problem. There were magazines, publications and television programmes for children with children where experts and professionals participated. There were also newspapers focusing on children issues and children were involved. Each year a national report on children's participation and involvement in the media was presented to the Council of Ministers. 

Children's participation in school

Regarding participation of children in schools, the Committee wondered if this was provided in the curricula or under other activities and asked if the clubs were concentrated in the cities. The delegation explained that they had expanded their consultation with pupils to over 25% of enrolled pupils. They were considering extending consultations to other primary schools to habituate children to express themselves and learn about their rights. There were also school councils run by children elected by their peers which had a say in running their schools.  

Right to be heard in courts

The Committee noted that they did not have much information on the right to be heard by courts in civil suits, such as divorce cases. It asked if children could be heard and under what circumstances. It was also unclear if children could be heard after the first hearing of criminal cases. The delegation explained that civil and criminal courts could take testimonies from children, but judges were not bound by what children said as they could have been influenced by adults. Judges used the best interests of the child as a paramount criterion. Chapter 10 of the Child Protection Code provided that  children could express their opinions and participate to court proceedings if the discussions were linked to the status of the child and their views had to be taken into account. The Committee also sought more information on child victims and how their rights were respected, especially in terms of providing testimony. The delegation replied that a draft law which provided better protection to victims during the investigation and during and after court proceedings was being tabled. 

Civil Rights and Freedoms

Freedom of belief and religion 

The Committee asked whether there were regulations prohibiting girls from wearing the veil in universities or schools. The delegation replied there was no prohibition and noted that the authorities did not harass women wearing the hijab contrary to NGOs' allegations. With regard to public schools, there was a circular asking pupils and teachers to wear decent and non provocative clothing. In a recent case, the administrative tribunal found the prohibition of partisan clothing to be legal.

Child abuse and neglect

The Committee wanted to know more about the new programme and institution created to fight violence on the internet. It asked if there were capacity-building programmes for civil society to prevent violence, especially domestic violence and violence in schools. The Committee asked if violence among pupils and against teachers was spreading and why.  The delegation responded that they were very concerned by the problem. A legal provision required pupils and teachers to respect each other. A national observatory on violence had been created and the number of cases of violence were available every quarter. Though the number of cases had dropped, the Ministry of Education organised a symposium to deal with this issue and promote a culture of non-violence in schools. 

The Committee further asked what tools CPOs 
had to identify children in situations of abuse and neglect and if they had a network of informants. They also wanted to know about the legal responsibility of parents in cases of child abuse or neglect.

Birth registration

The Committee noted the positive steps with regard to birth registration and asked what was being done to prevent back sliding if children were not registered within the 10 days required by legislation, especially in rural areas. The delegation replied they had no data on this but were not aware of any back sliding. 

Family Environment and Alternative Care 

The Committee wanted to know about the measures in place, especially civil sanctions and social measures, which the government could enforce in cases where parents refused to provide a good education to their children. 

The Committee asked if there were any measures to minimise the length of separation between the child and the family and how CPOs could avoid this separation.

Alternative care

The Committee enquired about the average length of stay in the care system and the age of release. It also asked if there were follow-up mechanisms to monitor their integration into society and the time frame for de-institutionalisation. The delegation explained that abandoned children were first taken into care until the age of 6 by a body under the Ministry of Social Affairs and then from 6 to 18 by public institutions (sometimes even after 18, if they were studying). The centres had specialised educators, and children received support from psychologists and benefited from reintegration projects from the moment they were taken in. They were only reintegrated into society when they could prove their independence.

The Committee asked how foster parents and the extended family were prepared to take care of children and what mechanisms existed to monitor the conditions of care. The delegation said there were several training programmes for those working and caring for young children, including one supported by UNICEF. 

Basic Health and Welfare

Health budget

The Committee raised concerns about budget cuts for the health sector and the cancellation of influenza vaccinations programmes and requested an update on the situation. The delegation reassured the Committee that 6% of the GDP was allocated to health services and that they aimed to achieve the Millenium Development Goal of 10% by 2015. With regard to the influenza vaccines, the delegation said they will be integrated in immunisation programmes. 

Maternal health

The Committee expressed concern about the high rates of maternal mortality and the persistence of prenatal mortality in rural and deprived suburban areas and asked about the plan of action to combat these issues. The delegation conceded there were disparities, but they were working on improving health care in all regions. A commission investigated each case of maternal mortality in 1999 and found that haemorrhage was the main cause of death. As this was an avoidable cause of death, they wanted to achieve a rate of 20/1000 of maternal mortality.

Breastfeeding

The Committee noted the prevalence breastfeeding fell between 2000 and 2006 and asked if there were new measures in place and if special consideration was given to working mothers. The delegation agreed that breastfeeding was important and assured that exclusive breastfeeding was almost always carried out for six months. The current legislation provided for six months of maternity leave and breastfeeding hours for mothers starting work before six months and also reduced the working hours. They were also encouraging mix feeding.

Health services 

The Committee also asked whether poor children had access to quality health care and whether it was linked to the financial profile of each family. The delegation said that public health services were as good as private ones, or even better, and there was no problem of access as the maximum distance between a house and a health facility was 4 km. 

Children with disabilities

The Committee found the process of integrating children with disabilities in mainstream education too slow and asked about the measures to train all relevant. It also wanted to know if there was coordination with civil society, awareness raising programmes for the families and financial support to encourage their integration in society. The delegation explained that there were programmes to integrate children with slight disabilities into normal schooling with specialised teachers and special spaces for them. 6000 children had been integrated in this way. There were specialised establishments for children with severe disabilities. In 2010, training was undertaken to enable teachers and social workers to detect cases of children with learning difficulties.

Adolescent and reproductive health 

The Committee asked for more information relating to reproductive health education and wanted to know if it was part of the school curriculum. Sexual education started at 6 years old and included education on genital areas, reproductive health, breastfeeding and pregnancy. In middle schools, doctors worked with natural sciences teachers to teach reproductive health and transmittable diseases. In secondary schools there were consultation offices with an educator, a social worker and a doctor providing advice to children. For older teenagers, there were cultural activities run through peer training with a midwife or a doctor and in the past years, centres dealing only with reproductive and mental health were created in every university.

The Committee also wanted to have clarifications about the consultations available for adolescents and whether boys and girls were treated differently since they had different needs.  The delegation explained there was no gender distinction in public health. Doctors working with adolescents were specially trained and programmes and consultations were available for adolescents in various parts of the country. Confidentiality of consultation centres was ensured. Each professional (midwife, doctor, etc) had a separate room and their own files. In addition, consultations were free. 

The Committee further referred to the 2008 report of the High Commissioner for Human Rights stating that consenting homosexual relations were still criminalised and asked if this applied to young people. The delegation noted that in the absence of an international instrument regulating this issue, Tunisia would continue to abide by its regulations and criminalise homosexual relations though they explained that the texts were not applied in practice.

Education, Leisure and Cultural Activities 

Regarding the funding of the educational sector, the delegation pointed out that unlike other African countries, they had increased the education budget thus showing their commitment to investing in education. There were no salary reductions, on the contrary, teachers correcting baccalaureate exams had an increase of their bonuses. The Committee also wanted to know if compulsory education was free of cost.

Drop-out rates

The Committee recognised the efforts to combat drop-outs, but stressed the numbers for basic education as well as repetition were concerning. It asked about the root causes of drop-outs and wondered if it was a rural or urban problem, possibly related to child labour or to humiliating behaviour of teachers, and enquired about the availability of alternative forms of education such as vocational trainings. The delegation noted that it was a universal problem and that according to a UNESCO report the percentages were still quite low in Tunisia. They had a range of programmes to address this problem, namely prevention, improvement of teaching methods, development of preparatory education and development of infrastructures. As of 2011, 72% of children of six years of age would be enrolled in preparatory training classes. One of the identified reasons for drop-outs was the distance between the school and the home. The government had tripled the budget for schools and some schools had only six or seven pupils. Although the investment per child for these schools was significant, they felt it was necessary to ensure adequate education. There were social programmes and structures to identify children in danger of dropping out - when they had social or family problems for instance – and support them. A social plan of action in schools was also set up by the Ministries of Social Affairs, Health and Education to prevent failure at school and provide extra assistance to children at risk of failing. Children were also given more options, such as private schools, technical preparatory schools with vocational training for 88 of them. Regarding other possible reasons for drop-outs, the delegation assured that teachers were trained to ensure good relationships with the pupils. Regional structures had been set up to collect information about the possible problems leading to school drop-outs.

With regard to children in public care, the delegation explained that they went to class and that NGOs also provided schooling to them. They noted that some achieved a better level of success than the national average and that they could share some figures with the Committee. 

The Committee emphasised the importance of early childhood facilities and noted the intention to improve these. The delegation explained that local authorities would be given a greater role in establishing new kindergartens and that NGOs would help when the private sector was not interested in establishing them. The Committee also noted plans to make foundation classes compulsory and asked if they would be free. 

Quality of education and vocational training

The Committee wished to know about the steps to make the school curriculum relevant and whether vocational training was offered. It asked if the tomorrow's schools project was simply about curriculum reform or also about changing teaching and learning methods. In particular, the Committee wanted to know if vocational training was integrated in the upper grades of basic education and if there were centres preparing adolescents for qualified occupations.

Human rights education 

While the Committee noted that human rights education seemed to be compulsory at high school and college level, they stressed that it should start at primary school and should not only be taught but also practised in the daily life of schools.

Special Protection Measures

Child labour

The Committee noted there was no data on child labour and asked if it would correspond to the drop-outs figures. It enquired about measures to check and measure the presence of children in labour circles. The Committee wished to know more about girls working as domestic workers and if they intended to address this practice. The delegation explained that the minimum age for labour was 16 and that there was no child labour under this age. Regarding girls working as domestic workers, this was covered by Article 20 of the Child Protection Code which prohibited economic exploitation. The Ministry of Social Affairs checked the families employing domestic workers and there were 87 cases of economic exploitation in 2009, but they did not have disaggregated data about these cases. The delegation admitted it was difficult to ensure that the legislation was respected and the government had set up programmes and structures to ensure that those leaving school before the age of 16 could receive support and vocational training. 

Juvenile justice

The Committee asked numerous questions concerning the conditions of detention or arrest of under 18 years olds under the law and in practice. It was particularly concerned about cases of police violence during arrests which it believed amounted to inhuman treatment, as well as the four re-education centres, especially with regard to their functioning and monitoring, allegations of physical violence and deprivation of food of detained children  and also requested figures about pre-trial detention of children. 
The delegation provided a general answer about the juvenile justice system explaining that it focused on prevention with the involvement of social institutions and delegates for child protection and on the protection of juvenile offenders with emphasis on education and preventive measures, using detention for the shortest time possible. 

In addition, the Committee asked whether there was any kind of provision for conditional release. The delegation mentioned the existence of a parole system. The Committee also queried whether there was a possibility of trying certain crimes as misdemeanours in accordance with the criminal code. The Committee further enquired whether the court could automatically decide against non-incarceration, or if criminal sentences were attached to aggravating circumstances. Finally, it asked whether prison sentences were subject to appeal. 

The Committee was particularly concerned about the status of offences (i.e. crimes that if they were committed by adults would not be punished) and stressed that these were behavioural matters that should not fall under criminal law. They wanted to know if Tunisia was planning to amend this practice. The delegation said they would get back to the Committee on this issue after consultation with the Ministry of Justice.

The Committee also asked whether a child would have access to a lawyer throughout criminal proceedings or solely at the first hearing. The delegation confirmed that lawyers were present during the entire proceedings.

Although the Committee noted that deprivation of liberty was an exceptional measure in the legal texts, it pointed out that judges had limited options and wanted to have figures on deprivation of liberty. It suggested providing judges with more alternatives, such as mediation and probation. The delegation did not have the figures at hand but felt that only a small number of children were imprisoned, as the majority went to specialised institutions. It was not possible to sentence children to community service, as child labour was prohibited for children under 16 years old, but the delegation said they could revise this position if the Committee deemed it advisable.

The Committee sought clarification about the maximum sentence for minors as it had been noted as both 5 and 10 years in the State report. The delegation explained that the relevant provision was to be found in the Criminal Code. The heaviest sentence was 10 years but children younger than 13 were not considered criminally responsible and children under 15 could not be imprisoned.

Trafficking 

The Committee noted the ratification of the OPSC and of the Palermo Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children and asked if there was specific legislation against child trafficking and if not, what legal measures could be applied to prosecute perpetrators and protect child victims. It also asked about the steps which could be made to ensure the trust of child victims so that good evidence of prosecution could be obtained. The delegation stated that Tunisia could not be considered as a country of origin or destination, except in cases of clandestine immigration to Europe. The offences they registered were not widespread or linked to organised crime but were rather individual cases. There was a series of legislative tools prohibiting trafficking in persons and the Constitution also set out the importance of the dignity of mankind.

Regarding cases of kidnapping, abduction and trafficking in organs, the delegation affirmed that there were no cases of kidnapping or sale of organs and that there was a legal prohibition on the sale and purchase of organs.

The Committee asked if there were guidelines to define the forms of child trafficking that existed in Tunisia, such as organised begging and organised petty crimes. It also enquired whether there were disaggregated data available on these issues, if there was a child helpline and what was the role of civil society in the rehabilitation and reintegration of child victims. 

Suicide

The Committee wanted to know if suicide among young people was a problem. The delegation referred to studies carried out with UN agencies that showed that the suicide rate among young people was almost non-existent. There was, however, a political decision to ensure the prevention of AIDS and sexually transmitted diseases and to focus on mental health to avoid suicides.

Sexual exploitation and abuse

The Committee asked about the measures applied to perpetrators in cases of sexual abuse within the family and how they interviewed child victims.

Drugs and tobacco

The Committee enquired about the measures to prevent the use of drugs and tobacco and asked about sniffing glue. The delegation highlighted that Tunisia was the only country in the Arab world to talk against tobacco abuse and their objective was to cut the number of smokers by 10%. They admitted that the age of the first cigarette was falling from 14 to 13 and that there was a slight increase of girls smoking. They were doing several awareness raising campaigns on the issue.

Concluding Remarks

The Country Rapporteur noted the frank and clear dialogue. The Committee's concluding observations would allow the government to take measures for the protection of children and would promote free expression of civil society on any violation of child rights in conformity with international law, and help introduce new legislation, mechanisms and studies to fully realise the CRC. In particular, the concluding observations would look at freedom of expression, freedom of thought, the prohibition of torture, equal opportunity and rights of inheritance for girls and children born out of wedlock. 

The Head of delegation thanked the Committee for the questions and noted that the discussion was interesting and useful. He congratulated the Committee members on their work and role. He concluded by saying that the delegation had greatly benefited from the comments of the Committee and that he hoped they would be able to assimilate them and do their very best to serve children. 
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